Unity Performing Arts Foundation, (UPAF) Fort Wayne, IN

“Building and shaping lives into leaders”

Vision conceived in 1993

Launched In:  June 2000

Founded By:  Marshall White, CEO
Unity Performing Arts Foundation, (UPAF) is a multi-faceted performing arts organization with a focus on developing young people in the areas of character, artistry, and leadership and promoting soulful arts education, training, and performances in the areas of choral music, dance, drama, creative writing, oratory, and instrumental music. 
This unique institute is designed to help students realize their potential and greatness at an early age, therefore, preparing and equipping them for school, college, workforce and adult life.

How do we do this?

We attract them to the program by designing a unique artistic curriculum that’s relevant and exciting to their generation. Our special artist and educational programs include instruction and performance in soulful choral music, creative writing, oratory, dance, theatre and instrumental music.  We combine all this artistic programming with an effective life-building component that shapes the students’ character, intellect, manners, behavior, and mindset into an impressive young leader. 

What do we offer?

· A positive and empowering environment where young people are challenged and encouraged to pursue excellence in every area of their lives.

· Artistic training and coaching for students who display natural artistic abilities.

· Non-traditional performing arts programming and education in mainstream soulful music and other artistic expressions of the arts.

· Quality youth-based entertainment for the entire family that’s fresh, exciting and soulful.

· Life coaching and mentoring that involves building and shaping students into successful leaders and professionals.

What kids experience in the UPAF environment

· It inspires a kid’s desire to learn

· It expands a kid’s world for learning

· It gives them direction, discipline, and structure

· It gives them the permission to be outstanding

· It gives them the permission to believe in themselves

· It prepares them for the current society and the one to come

· It transforms them from a shy, quiet, and uninterested person into a confident, unafraid and engaged person

· It gives them the encouragement to be creative and unique

· It makes them feel very important and that someone cares about them

· It gives them a sense of pride and belonging

· It teaches them to respect authority, themselves and adults

· It creates a new family support system and people they can talk to

· It expands their environment, exposes them to people, places and opportunities, and equips them for success

· It develops, cultivates, and nurtures their greatness within

· It gives them the head start needed to be prepared for college, workforce and adult life

· It teaches them how to perform in front of thousands of people without fear

· It improves their ability to communicate and speak in front of large audiences

· It builds their character, shapes their talents and develops the leader within

· It exposes them to a standard that challenges them to pursue excellence and nothing less

· It gives them tangible hope that inspires them dream big, achieve big and give back big
· It gives them the experience of growing, engaging and learning how to appreciate and value people from many backgrounds
· It develops those who have natural artistic abilities and also those who are not so artistically gifted
· It exposes them to high-profile and professional productions
· It inspires them to make a difference in the world one day
Where are we located?

Unity Performing Arts Foundation’s offices are on the campus of Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne (IN) in Rhinehart Music Center Room 230-B.

How can people contact us?

You can call our office at (260) 481-6719 or e-mail us at upaf2000@aol.com.

Visit our website at upaf.com

