Unity Performing Arts Foundation:

Unity Performing Arts Foundation (UPAF) is a growing, exciting artistic phenomenon. Developing young people in the areas of artistry, character, and leadership giving them hope to live, dream big, and achieve their dreams. UPAF is a not-for-profit, multi-faceted performing arts organization dedicated to advancing a full spectrum of soulful art forms and youth development. UPAF’S multi-faceted artistic vision brings choral music, dance, drama, creative writing, public speaking and instrumental music under a single mission. Our artistic focus is to shape and develop natural talent and create an educational platform for students to learn and perform mainstream soulful art forms.

UPAF is strongly committed to building character in our students and developing them into leaders and professionals for business, government, churches, schools, and community service programs. We implement structure and discipline as a standard of excellence for every child to adopt and practice at home, school, church, and in their community. We encourage and support academic excellence, good citizenship at school, and proper domestic behavior.  A standard of excellence and nothing less will be instilled in our students so that they become exciting performers and positive and successful citizens of society.  To learn more about UPAF visit our web site at www.upaf.com
UPAF History
Marshall White began writing the vision of UPAF in 1993.  The first draft of the vision was presented in November 1997 by Marshall White to a group of directors, musicians, and singers in the Fort Wayne community.  Planning and research began and continued well into the year of 2000. In June of 2000 UPAF was officially incorporated and granted a non-profit status by the state of Indiana.  In March 2001 we were approved for our 501(c) 3 tax-exempt status.  In January 2001 Unity Performing Arts Foundation was granted an official company in residence status by Chancellor Michael A. Wartell and the university board at Indiana-Purdue Universities at Fort Wayne, (IPFW).

World Champion Gold Medalist, Voices of Unity Youth Choir (UPAF'S Youth Choral Program)
UPAF's youth choral program began July 8, 2000 on the campus of Indiana-Purdue Universities of Fort Wayne, IN, under the direction of Marshall White.  The Voices of Unity Youth Choir (VOU) is a unique and exciting soulful choral group comprised of young people ages 7 to 19 from various backgrounds in the Fort Wayne community and beyond. The program’s goal is to equip, educate, and empower youth for the world before them.  The program prepares them to be successful leaders who will give back to their society and make a difference in their college life, adult life and in their professional careers.
Since the choir’s beginning at the turn of the 21st century, they have drawn National and International attention as a powerful, effective artistic and youth development program.  In 2007, VOU acquired their first national endorsement from Bill Polian, President of the 2006-07 Super Bowl XLI Champion Indianapolis Colts and asked to perform The National Anthem with R&B singer Keyshia Cole on the NFL 2007-08 Kickoff Celebration. The choir has also performed for several of the Indianapolis Colts events including the opening of the Lucas Oil Stadium in 2008.  In 2009 VOU was designated as one of 50 semi-finalists in the country distinguished for being a top arts and humanities-based program serving youth beyond the school hours. In addition, the choir has had the opportunity to work with artists such as Heather Headley, Roberta Flack, The Fort Wayne Philharmonic, Josh Groban, and with R&B sensation Keyshia Cole on the nationally televised NFL 2007 Kick-Off Celebration for the Indianapolis Colts. They have shared the performance stage with John Mellencamp, Stephen Still and Kelly Clarkson
The Voices of Unity was invited to represent the United States of America in the 6th World Choir Games in Shaoxing, China in July, 2010 to compete at the highest level.  VOU is the first-ever Indiana choir to be selected to participate in the World Choir Games, which is the largest choir competition in the world and has become known as the “Choir Olympics. Over 400 choirs from more than 80 countries were represented in this prestigious choral event competing in various categories of choral music.  The Voices of Unity won two gold medals, one in the Popular Choral Music category and one in the Gospel and Spiritual category and were also named Grand World Champions in the Gospel and Spiritual category.  On November 15, 2010, The Voices of Unity Youth Choir was honored by the US Senate and presented a Congressional Record from the office of Senator Bayh.  On July 30, 2010, The Voices of Unity Youth Choir was honored by Fort Wayne Allen County Convention and Visitors Bureau and Mayor Tom Henry, City of Fort Wayne.

On January 6, 2011, The Voices of Unity Youth Choir was honored by Governor Mitch Daniels and the Indiana State Senate at the Indiana state house.  The Voices of Unity Youth Choir attended the international Choir Olympics hosted in Cincinnati, USA, July 3-14, 2012, where they defended their two gold medals in the Popular Choral Music and Gospel Music categories.

About the Director/Life Coach

Marshall White is happily married to his wife, Cindy White. Together they have four children, Markeyta, Kamia, Evan, and Chad.
His work ethic, focus, consistency, and dedication to the lives of young people display his deepest desire to see them achieve at the highest level of excellence.  He has realized his divine purpose on the planet which is to lead, equip, develop, nurture and empower these young lives to one day lead our country, and make a meaningful difference in the world.  His guiding philosophy is that "life is a gift from God given to us to choose what we will do with it; become a positive asset or a negative liability." He has unquestionably chosen the former, drawing on his own formidable talents, determination, and many years of experience to inspire children, youth and adults to reach their fullest potential.   Among his many accomplishments are:
· Former Music Director for 22 years at True Love Baptist Church, where his father the late Bishop Jesse White was pastor
· Attended Purdue and Indiana Universities/Fort Wayne, studying electronic technology, vocal music, music theory, and music appreciation 

· Studied at the American Conservatory of Music in Chicago, IL, under the renowned jazz pianist Willie Pickens 
· Performed with well-known artists such as Richard Smallwood, Charles Fold, Bill and Gloria Gaither, Sandi Patti, Clifton Davis, Barry Manilow, Heather Headley, Michael Bolton, Keyshia Cole, Roberta Flack, and Josh Groban

· Produced radio and television commercials and performed in music videos 

· Former director of the Purdue University Black Voices of Inspiration; toured nationally and internationally  

· Former director of the Northrop High School Contemporary Chorale Choir  
· Founded Unity Performing Arts Foundation in July 2000
· Operates a consulting business that provides coaching, artistic training and consultation for musicians, schools, churches, community organizations, and small business owners.  Conducts workshops, seminars and vocal training sessions across the United States
· Published author of "The Choir Member's Handbook" 

· 2003 award recipient of Arts United's Margaret Ann Keegan Award for Program Development and Excellence in Arts Education

· Received Honorary Doctorate Degree in Ministry in 2005 from Fort Wayne Theological Seminary and Bible College of Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
· Lead the Voices of Unity Youth Choir to a World Grand Champion title and two gold medals in the 6th World Choir Games in Shaoxing China in July 2010 and was presented the General’s award of Fort Wayne by Mayor Tom Henry, City of Fort Wayne, July 30, 2010.
Our Contact Information
Unity Performing Arts Foundation’s offices are on the campus of Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne (IN) Rhinehart Music Center, Suite 230B, 2101 E Coliseum Blvd. Fort Wayne, IN. 46805.  Office hours are from 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM, Monday-Friday  You may call our office at:  (260) 481-6719 or e-mail us at upaf2000@aol.com. We also invite you to visit our website at www.upaf.com
